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FOR  THE  YEAR  1898 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fylde 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Third 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  district. 
In  accordance  with  the  memorandum  supplied  to  each 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Local  Government 
Office,  this  report  will  contain  an  acconnt  of  the  various 
influences  affecting  injuriously  the  health  of  the  community 
and  the  means  taken  to  combat  those  influences  during 
the  year,  also  some  remarks  on  what  we  ought  specially  to 
consider  during  the  coming  year,  and  various  tables  of 
vital  statistics. 


4 


SSCTTON  I. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

With  respect  to  Zymotic  Diseases  the  past  year  may 
be  divided  into  two  periods ; an  earlier,  in  which  the 
number  of  infectious  cases  was  remarkably  small,  and  a 
later,  in  which  the  number  rose  above  the  average. 

Up  to  the  end  of  August  there  were  notified  only 
21  cases  from  all  causes,  as  compared  with  48  in  1897, 
and  we  were  looking  forward  to  having  a most  satisfactory 
report  in  this  department,  when  the  record  was  upset  by 
an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  at  Thornton,  which  began 
in  September,  and  proved  short  but  sharp. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  in  all  cases  early  notification 
has  been  received  from  the  medical  attendants. 

All  infected  premises,  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  have 
been  systematically  disinfected,  and  as  far  as  possible 
isolation  has  been  attempted,  but  the  great  majority  of  the 
cases  occurring  in  cottage  houses,  it  cannot  be  maintained 
that  this  isolation  has  been  thorough. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  but  lightly  visited  this  district 
during  the  past  twelve  months,  the  total  number  of  notifi- 
cations received  being  only  12  cases  as  compared  with  52 
in  1897,  and  56  in  1896.  It  is  satisfactory  to  state  that 
there  have  been  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows — Carleton 
4,  Marton  i,  Clifton  2,  Poulton  5. 

To  find  the  source  of  the  infection  has  not  always 
been  easy.  The  two  patients  at  Clifton  undoubtedly 
contracted  the  disease  when  on  a visit  to  a neighbouring 
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town.  In  the  remaining  instances,  I was  not  able  to 
satisfy  myself  where  the  contagion  first  came  from,  but 
after  its  introduction  it  was  easy  to  follow  its  trail. 

Diphtheria. — Four  cases,  three  of  which  proved  fatal, 
have  been  notified.  The  fatalities  occurred  at  Freckleton, 
Poulton,  and  Norbreck,  one  each.  The  last  district 
cannot  be  held  accountable  for  the  death,  as  the  patient,  a 
child  visitor,  was  seriously  ill  before  leaving  home,  and 
medical  aid  was  not  sought  till  she  was  in  a nearly  mori- 
bund condition.  At  the  other  premises  where  the  disease 
occurred  insanitary  conditions  were  found,  which  have 
since  been  remedied. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  less  than  43  cases  of  this  fever 
have  been  reported,  from  which  four  deaths  have  occurred. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  year  sporadic  cases  made  their 
appearance  in  Wrea  Green,  Wesham,  Carleton,  Singleton, 
and  Marton,  but  in  none  of  these  did  the  disease  spread. 
It  was  in  Thornton  only,  as  before  stated,  that  it  reached 
epidemic  proportions  ; in  that  parish  there  have  been  noti- 
fied 28  cases,  resulting  in  one  death.  Though  a single 
case  was  reported  in  June,  nothing  more  was  heard  of  the 
fever  till  September,  when  a rapid  succession  of  notifica- 
tions came  from  Gamble  Road,  Hapton  Street,  and  Rock 
Street,  to  which  area  the  disease  fortunately  remained 
restricted  with  the  exception  of  a single  case  which  occurred 
in  liittle  Thornton. 

The  infected  areas  were  precisely  those  in  which  one 
might  foretell  that,  given  the  introduction  of  the  specific 
cause,  the  epidemic  would  be  likely  to  spread.  We  have  a 
rapid  immigration  from  towns,  a collection  of  new  property 
very  thickly  populated,  in  fact  over  crowded,  and  no 
adequate  provision  for  the  removal  of  sewage  and  excreta 
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The  ditches,  water  courses,  and  soil  of  the  area 
have  become  sewage  soaked,  and  the  state  of  affairs  was 
rendered  worse  by  scarcity  of  rain,  which  prevented  the 
natural  flushing  and  scouring  of  the  water  courses  and 
ditches.  All  the  means  at  our  disposal  were  used  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  contagion.  The  inhabitants 
were  supplied  with  disinfectants,  house  drains  and  sewers 
were  regularly  flushed,  and  a man  was  employed  to  collect, 
disinfect,  and  bury  the  excreta  from  all  infected  premises. 

A short  summary  of  the  conditions  found  at  the 
premises  where  this  fever  took  place  in  other  parts  of  the 
district  is  here  appended  : — 

Wesham. — A.  Fenton.  Defective  privies  and  ashpits, 
which  were  exceedingly  wet  and  offensive. 

Wrea  Green. — J.  Gillett.  Offensive  privies  in  close 
contact  with  the  house.  These  have  been  removed 
and  new  built  away  from  the  house. 

Wesham. — Two  cases.  Haslams.  No  sanitary  defect 
could  be  found  on  the  premises.  Drains  were  all 
tested  without  finding  any  leakage. 

Carleton. — W.  Witty.  Defective  house  drain.  New 
since  laid. 

Marton. — Two  cases.  Wade  and  Singleton  No 
defects  found. 

Freckleton. — Rigby.  Two  cases.  Drains  under  floor 
defective.  Taken  out  and  new  laid.  Another 
child,  Kate  Richardson,  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
coming  to  play  at  this  house  and  contracted  the 
disease. 
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PouLTON. — H.  Hewkin,  King’s  Arms.  Could  not  find 
defects  on  the  premises,  but  occupier  frequently  has 
complained  of  smells  from  privies  behind. 

F.  Goodhand.  House  and  drain  reported  satisfactory. 

Mumps  have  been  prevalent  amongst  the  juvenile 
members  of  the  population  in  the  vicinity  of  Kirkham.  In 
the  absence  of  notification  I cannot  give  you  the  number 
of  cases,  bnt  judging  from  the  amount  of  children  reported 
absent  from  school,  it  must  have  been  considerable. 
Wesham  Church  of  England,  Esprick  and  Ballam  schools 
had  to  be  closed. 

Measles. — Only  2 deaths  have  been  returned,  as 
compared  with  10  in  1897.  The  cases  of  this  disease  have 
been  few  in  number. 


SESCXION  XI. 

As  in  former  years,  attention  has  been  paid  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  to  the  condition  of  cowsheds 
and  dairies.  It  is  a now  well  authenticated  fact,  that 
tuberculosis,  or  consumption,  can  be  conveyed  from  cows 
to  human  beings  by  means  of  the  milk  supply — moreover, 
recent  enquiries  into  the  mode  of  spread  of  consumption, 
tend  to  show  that  this  is  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of 
contamination.  No  more  efficient  means  of  checking  the 
spread  of  the  disease  amongst  susceptible  animals  exists, 
than  the  provision  of  good  and  free  ventilation.  I find 
that  our  district,  like  any  other  rural  one,  contains  many 
cowsheds  in  which  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  by  no 
means  perfect,  and  it  will  be  one  of  the  problems  of  the 
future  to  secure  improvements  in  this  respect. 
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Slaughter-houses  and  Bakehouses  have  been 
regularly  inspected.  In  a few  instances,  it  was  necessary 
to  caution  the  occupiers  to  have  the  offal  more  frequently 
removed. 

Nuisances. — A full  tabular  statement  of  all  the 
nuisances  dealt  with,  is,  as  in  past  years,  to  be  found  in  the 
appended  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Legal  proceed- 
ings were  taken  against  a tripe  dresser  for  causing  a 
nuisance  at  Marton,  and  an  order  of  the  Magistrates  to 
abate,  was  obtained. 

Carleton,  Thornton,  and  Bispham  Sewage. — As 
you  are  well  aware,  a joint  committee  has  been  formed  to 
carry  out  a scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  these  parishes. 
I hope  to  see  the  work  begun  during  the  year  1899. 

Infectious  Hospitals. — Sites  have  now  been 
obtained  for  three  Isolation  Hospitals — one  for  small-pox, 
and  two  for  the  remaining  contagious  diseases.  All  three 
of  these  are  to  be  situated  within  the  area  of  the  Fylde 
Rural  District  Council.  I cannot  state  how  near  we  are 
to  seeing  the  work  of  building  commenced.  The  sooner 
the  better  for  the  district.  The  absence  of  any  means  of 
isolation  was  much  felt  at  Thornton  this  year,  especially  as 
many  of  those  suffering  from  typhoid  were  lodgers. 
Again,  the  new  Vaccination,  or  rather  Anti  Vaccination 
Order,  will  cause  a rapid  increase  in  number  of  persons 
susceptible  to  small-pox,  against  the  introduction  of  which 
disease  we  must  have  our  house  in  order. 

Water  Supply. — Extension  of  the  Fylde  water  to 
Elswick  Village,  as  reported  last  year,  is  still  needed.  This 
village  depends  for  its  supply  on  wells,  which  are,  in  many 
instances,  unfit  for  use. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

In  1898  there  have  been  registered  420  births,  as 
compared  with  398  in  1897,  and  410  in  1896.  These  births 
were  distributed  in  the  four  Sub-districts  as  follows : — 


Fleetwood 88  Males,  87  Females. 

Kirkham  73  „ 82  ,, 

Blackpool 42  ,,  39  ,, 

Lytham 5 ,,  4 


Total  ...  208  212 

I have  estimated  the  population  to  be : — 
Fleetwood  Sub-district  6,776 


Kirkham  „ 6,644 

Blackpool  „ 2,000 

Lytham  „ 372 


Total  ...  15,792 

On  this  basis  the  birth-rate  is  26*5  per  1,000  per 
annum. 


Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  returned  has  been  234 , 
of  these  5 may  be  substracted  in  estimating  the  death-rate, 
one  being  a suicide  of  a man  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
one  a child  visitor  whose  fatal  illness  had  commenced 
before  she  came  here,  and  three  cases  of  drowning  amongst 
visitors.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  though  the  population 
has  risen  the  number  of  deaths  is  smaller  than  last  year  in 
the  ratio  of  229  in  1898,  to  248  in  1897.  Diphtheria  has 
killed  3,  Typhoid  Fever  4,  Measles  2,  Diarrhoea  7,  while 
Phthisis  has  accounted  for  14  deaths. 
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In  spite  of  our  experience  of  Typhoid  Fever  the 
number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  is  much  lower 
than  in  1897,  when  we  had  a total  of  35  (including 
Diarrhoea)  from  this  cause,  as  compared  with  16  in  1898. 
In  fact  the  Zymotic  death-rate  is  the  lowest  but  one  we 
have  had  for  twenty  years. 

Of  children  under  i year  61  deaths  have  been 
returned. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 

Year  1898.  Year  1897. 

All  Causes  14*5  16 ’9 

Zymotic  0*56  i'64 

Infants  (under  i year)  145  per  t,ooo  of  registered 
births. 

Appended  to  this  report  will  be  found  4 tabular 
statements. 

In  conclusion. 

Gentlemen, 

I am 


Yours  faithfully, 

E.  G.  B.  STARKIE, 


M.O.H.  FyJde  Rural  District  Council, 


TABLE  A .—Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1898,  in  the  Fylde  Rural  District  Council 
District  ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Birth,  Death,  and  Zymotic  Deaths,  for  the  following 
years  in  the  Fylde  Rural  Sanitary  District. 


Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 

1878 

30'5 

. i8-2 

32 

1879 

25-2 

I9'2 

2-6 

1880 

266 

17-5 

II 

1881 

30-4 

177 

22 

1882 

29'5 

I7-S 

21 

1883 

280 

i6’4 

0'5 

1884 

30-1 

19  I 

1. 1 

1885 

319 

i6-6 

06 

1886 

29- 1 

15-9 

10 

1887 

293 

15-1 

ri 

1888 

299 

16-4 

17 

1889 

28  7 

192 

1-9 

1890* 

276 

17-3 

I '4 

1891 

27-2 

18-4 

2-5 

1892 

29  09 

20-8 

2-8 

1893 

30-0 

18-3 

23 

1894 

28-2 

12-4 

0-62 

1895 

296 

i8-i 

1-3 

1896 

3009 

16-53 

0-52 

1897 

27-2 

. 16-9 

1-64 

1898 

26-5 

14-5 

0 56 
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FYLDE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  iht  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fylde  Rural  District 
Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I again  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  and  Summary  of  Nuisances,  and  work  done  within 
your  district  for  the  year  ending  jist  Dec.,  i8g8,  this  being 
my  Ninth  Annual  Report. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Total  Number  of  Preliminary  Notices 112 

Second  Notices  served  by  order  ol  the  Council 22 

Special  Reports 5 

Dwelling-houses  improved  6 

,,  Limewashed  and  cleaned i 

„ Condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  .. . 4 

„ Reported  as  overcrowded i 

New  drains  put  in  for  waste  and  refuse  water 13 

Drains  opened,  cleaned,  and  rectified 43 

Sink,  bath,  and  other  pipes  disconnected  from  drains 

and  made  to  discharge  over  a gully  trap 4 

Cellars  drained  and  cellar  drains  rectified  3 

Back  yards  and  back  streets  cleared  of  filthy  matter...  9 

Privies  built  and  improved  1 1 

Offensive  ashpits  rectified 14 

Waterclosets  improved 2 

New  waterclosets  put  in,  in  place  of  old  privies 6 

.Privies  and  ashpits  cleaned  under  notice 7 

Nuisances  from  stagnant  sev/age  abated 8 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed 4 

Offensive  ditches  cleaned  out 2 
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Sewage  tanks  made  2 

„ cleaned  out  9 

Farm  yards  and  premises  drained 2 

Nuisances  arising  from  pigstyes  abated  3 

Animals  kept  in  unsuitable  situations  removed i 

Fowls  kept  in  backyard  removed 10 

Offensive  privies  removed  away  from  house 2 

Cesspool  removed  from  unsuitable  position  i 

Dead  animals  and  garbage  removed  and  buried  6 

New  urinals  provided  2 

Smoke  nuisances  reported 2 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  test ii 

Drains  retested  i 

Total  number  of  defects  rectified 174 

Total  number  of  premises  inspected  1390 


The  defects  remedied  are  distributed  over  the 
district  as  follows  : — 


Bryning  and  Warton  2 

Clifton-with-Salwick  nil 

Freckleton  ic 

Greenalgh-with-Thistleton 3 

N ewton-with-Scales i 

Medlar-with-Wesham  44 

Ribby-with-Wrea 6 

' Weeton-with-Preese  i 

Treales,  Roseacre,  and  Wharles  4 

Westby-with-Plumpton  i 

Els  wick  and  Little  Eccleston-with-Larbreck  7 

Poulton-le-Fylde 27 

Carleton  % 14  . 

Singleton nil 

Thornton 30 

Bispham  7 


i 
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Hardhorn  6 

Marton  1 1 


Main  Water  Courses. 

These  have  again  received  attention,  Horsebridge 
Dyke  being  cleaned  early  in  the  year,  Dowbridge  Brook 
being  cleaned  for  a greater  part  towards  the  close  of  the 
year.  Nine  notices  were  issued  for  this  work. 

Fire  Escapes. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  was  directed  to  the 
provision  of  fire  escapes  at  the  spinning  mills  at  Wesham. 
That  for  the  Wesham  Mill  Co.  has  been  erected,  and 
Messrs.  Jones  <Sz:  Butler  have  let  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  one  at  their  mill,  which  is  expected  at  an 
early  date. 

Common  Lodging-Houses. 

Only  one  in  the  district.  It  was  found  necessary  in 
the  summer  to  warn  respecting  the  limewashing  and 
cleansing. 


Slaughter-Houses. 

These  have  on  the  whole  been  well  kept,  notices 
having  to  be  served  in  one  instance  to  keep  the  garbage 
removed  within  the  twenty-four  hours  as  required  by  the 
bye-laws,  and  in  another  for  the  removal  of  a quantity  of 
manure  stored  close  by. 

Bake-Houses. 


Have  all  been  well  kept. 


18 


Disinfection. 

Dwellings  and  contents  after  Scarlet  Fever  9 

,,  Diphtheria  4 

» n Typhoid  24 

,,  „ Typhus  Nil 

,,  ,,  Puerperal  Nil 

,,  ,,  Suspicious  Cases  i 


•Legal  Proceedings. 

It  has  been  necessary  in  order  to  carry  out  the  Public 
Health  Act  to  take  the  following  proceedings  : — 


For  non-compliance  with  Nusiance  Notice  2 

For  allowing  dwelling-houses  to  be  occupied  without 
certificate 2 


Public  Health  Water  Act. 

Old  H Otises, 

First  Notices  given  by  Authority 12 

Second  „ ,,  5 

Supply  improved  by  putting  in  Fylde  Water 4 

,,  Stored  Roof  Water  2 

Samples  of  Water  submitted  to  M.O.H 6 

Condemned  as  unwholesome  4 


New  Houses. 

During  the  year  the  following  new  houses  have  been 
erected  and  which  are  situate: — Bispham,  50;  Carleton,  30; 
Freckleton,  i ; Hardhorn,  1 1 ; Little  Eccleston,  i ; Marton, 
24;  Poulton,  17;  Thornton,  79;  Wesham,  4;  Wrea 
Green,  6;  making  a total  of  223. 

I'he  houses  are  supplied  with  water  as  follows: — 
Fylde  water,  210;  new  well,  4;  existing  well,  i;  stored 
roof  water,  8. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

No  cause  of  complaint  as  regards  the  manner  in  which 
these  are  kept  has  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 

As  usual  much  sanitary  work  has  been  done  on  my 
suggesting  same  to  the  owner,  thus  not  requiring  to  be 
brought  before  the  Council. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  JOLLY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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